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them have been successful. The greatest success I have obtained has been by grafting a varicose vein into the lateral ventricle and leading it off into the subcutaneous tissues. This may have provided a means of disposing of the secretion of cerebrospinal fluid.
Discu8sion.-The PRESIDENT ssid that the operation in this case belonged to the category of "uneconomic operations." He had never seen a hydrocephalic child who ultimately became of value either to his family or the State. He admitted that it was very ingenious to take a tube of dura mater to get rid of the excess of cerebrospinal fluid, but in the final result he had not seen a procedure of ultimate value for these cases. Mr. BROSTER, in reply, said he also thought that operations for these conditions were seldom of much permanent value to patients. Relatives, however, often insisted that some operation should be performed and the surgeon did his best. He had heard of one case of unilateral hydrocephalus in which operation was said to have improved the patient; in that case the choroid plexus was excised.
Multilocular Cystic Tumour of the Head of the Pancreas.-JULIAN TAYLOR, M. S.
The tumour was removed by operation from a woman, aked 50, who had had repeated attacks of biliary colic during the previous eleven years. During the last attack, two months before admission to hospital, there had been pain in the right shoulder, and this attack, like most of the previous ones, had been followed by jaundice and the passage of pale, large, loose stools.
On examination a nodular swelling could be felt in the abdomen below the right costal margin, opposite the eighth and ninth costal cartilages. The swelling moved with a slight excursion on respiration but could not be moved from side to side.
At operation the gall-bladder was found to be slightly distended and full of stones. In the head of the pancreas the tumour now shown as a preserved specimen was found and was dissected out, the common bile duct and pancreatic duct being identified and separated from it. The cavity left by removal of the tumour was drained, as was the gall-bladder after removal of the stones. Two days after operation the patient died.
Post-mortem findings: Acute pancreatitis with erosion of the pancreatic duct.
Discu88ion.-Mr. J. B. HUNTER said that in Vienna when a surgeon was performing partial gastrectomy in the presence of a perforating ulcer into the pancreas, he always attempted to strip the stomach off the pancreas, becauise there had been many cases in which there was a pancreatic fistula, or in which death from pancreatitis had followed partial gastrectomy. That, however, did not seem to be one of the complications feared by British surgeons when doing partial gastrectomy.
THE PRESIDENT said that he had had some experience of affections of the pancreas, and he could recall only one case in which acute pancreatitis had developed after an operation for the removal of gall-stones. In that case a stone had been removed and three weeks later the patient had died from acute pancreatitis. He had regarded thepe conditions as septic.
Eight years ago a medical colleague had asked him to operate on account of what he, the physician, had diagnosed as carcinoma of the pylorus. The patient had a movable tumour in the position of the pylorus, and apparently this was a very suitable case for excision. On exposure he found in the head of the pancreas a hard mass which he considered, macroscopically and from tactile investigation, to be carcinoma of the head of the pancreas. He removed almost the entire pancreas, beginning the dissection from the spleen. Nothing was left except that part which was in contact with the duodenum. The patient had suffered a good deal from the shock of the operation, but she had recovered, and had since been the subject of investigations by his (the speaker's) medical colleagues on a number of occasions. A few weeks ago she was still alive, and did not seem to have suffered much from the loss of her pancreas. Medical friends had forecast for her a life not exceeding two years after the operation, but it was now eight years since the operation had been performed. In previous cases he had taken away portions of the pancreas for malignant disease, but that was the only case in which he had removed the whole organ.
